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   Join us to celebrate
       the passage of 
       State Bill 1059                                                                         
During regularly scheduled City Council Meeting
on Tues., Sept. 13th , at 7pm,  Kyrouz Auditorium, City Hall

Who Decides? "It's up to you!"
www.whodecides.net
Unprecedented �In the fall of 2009, after a 21 day boil water order and the threat of the sale of our water supply (to the same corporation that ran it into the ground), the Citizen's group Who Decides was born.  With a sense of urgency and concern “WhoDecides” formed a collaborative initiative around water.  Then in October 2010  the City Council in an unprecedented unanimous vote enacted a local Water Ordinance.  Less than four months later, January 2011, the City Council followed up with another unanimous vote to file a Home Rule Petition which further strengthen our Ordinance.  


    





Many Thanks 


We are grateful to the Mayor for saying "no" to selling our water in 2009, to the City Council for the unanimous vote to file the Home Rule Petition in Jan. 2011, to Sen. Tarr for leading the Petition on Beacon Hill, and to Rep. Ferrante for co-sponsoring the bill.  Most notably, a huge thanks goes to all of the citizens who have helped us with this effort. Our ability to come together on issues that affect all of us, and stay on the issues, demonstrates that our democracy works as it was intended and our voices are heard.





Cause for Celebration  


Gloucester is leading the way…The Gloucester Community came together to protect our water supply to prevent any future Mayor or City Council, from selling our water without the consent of the people of Gloucester.  Within six short months, a Special State Act was passed into law, and a change was made to our City Charter to ensure this protection.  Gloucester is on course ready and willing to solve its own problems with long term vision and fiscal responsibility.     


�What's next for “Who Decides”  


Providing continued vigilance and ongoing public attention to this issue is necessary for success.  Please attend the meeting at City Hall on Tuesday night, Sept. 13th, at 7pm, or tune into Cape Ann TV, Channel 12 for a Special Announcement by Who Decides.  There will be a brief discussion about future planning efforts to ensure our water remains under local control.        





Join “Who Decides”   


All citizens are welcome to join in this historic effort that started, right here, in Gloucester.  Here are 


ways you can help: 


Sign up for email updates (on water status), attend our planning meetings, 


Participate in public forums, and 


Help take action when necessary.  





Next planning meeting will be held on Monday, Sept. 19th, 7pm, at The Trustees of Reservations Cape Ann Discovery Center (entrance to Ravenswood Park).   








