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                                “Fresh and clean, where it belongs”!
 WHERE DOES OUR WATER COME FROM?

Gloucester has 5 surface water reservoirs fed primarily by rainwater.  These reservoirs are separated by two water filtration plants. The Babson plant in the East processes water from the Babson and Goose Cove reservoirs and the West Reservoir System gets its water from Dykes, Wallace and Haskell’s reservoirs.
A satellite facility at the Klondike Quarry is capable of filtering an additional 1.2 million gallons per day when it is available.

HOW MUCH DO WE USE?

Both conventional water treatment plants are permitted up to 5 million 
gallons per day.  The average usage is about 3.5 million gallons per day with an average maximum during peak periods of 5.4 million gallons per day.

WHO OWNS OUR WATER?

The City of Gloucester owns its own water facilities and protects its watersheds.

WHEN WAS OUR WATER SYSTEM BUILT? 
Both the West Gloucester Plant and the Babson plant were built in the 1960’s.  The West Gloucester plant underwent extensive renovations in 2009 and Babson is slated for significant repairs in 2010.

WHO OPERATES OUR WATER SYSTEM? 
In late 2009, the city awarded the operating contract for the Water Filtration facilities and the Wastewater Treatment facilities to Veolia Water North America – Northeast, LLC. They are headquartered in Brockton, MA. The contract is for 5 years with a possible 2 yr extension.

HOW BIG IS THIS OPERATING COMPANY? 
Veolia is the largest water company in the world with revenues of $17.5 billion. In 2008 Veolia was also the largest water and wastewater contract operator in the United States with 41% market share and revenues over $625 million. In this country they operate over 200 wastewater treatment contracts and more than 100 municipal water systems.

WHICH OTHER CITIES AND TOWNS DO THEY OPERATE? 
In the Northeast, Veolia has over 40 municipal contracts, including 15 in Massachusetts.  Municipalities include Leominster, Lynn, Brockton, Westborough and Sturbridge in MA, New London CT, Athens NY and Edwardsville IL Woonsocket RI plus Indianapolis. IN

WHAT WILL IT COST TO MODERNIZE OUR SYSTEM?

An initial loan of $6 million for improvements in the water infrastructure has been approved by the Gloucester City Council.

WHAT IS OUR WATER RATE?

According to Tighe & Bond Massachusetts Water Rate Survey, Gloucester’s water rate $7.83/1000 gals.  

HOW DO OUR RATES COMPARE WITH OTHER CITIES?

Based on a comparison of estimated anuual household costs in the 2009 Tighe and Bond MM Water Survey, Gloucester ranks 16th (est. annual cost of $705 /yr) among 277 municipalities in Massachusetts. That is, there are 15 other cities, towns and districts which pay more annually in the state.
                                                     Facts about Gloucester Water by David Lincoln, Resident Geologist 
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                   HELP FUND               

                                  OUR WATER
                        “Water is the only drink for a wise man”. - Henry David Thoreau
                                            
Learn how to communicate with elected officials!
http://Congress.org/communicate
Find your lawmakers, tell them what you think

Get help with writing letters, sending emails, phone calling and more!

Contact the President, US Senators, US Congressmen and your State Leaders

Search by Zip, State and Issue ________________________________________________________
GLOUCESTER, On the Water’s Edge….

              “Healthy ecosystem, the natural flow of groundwater in coastal areas pushes freshwater out against the saltwater,       providing a kind of sea wall.  When the groundwater flow falters as a result of excessive withdrawals, however, saltwater begins to creep underground, ruining drinking water, wetlands, and crops. Saltwater intrusion is already a problem in parts of coastal California, Florida, and New York as a result of the demands -- including water for bottling -- being made on local water supplies."

Downstream Effects  America's rising thirst for bottled water may be dangerously damaging its aquatic resources. - Jake Ginsky  Fri May. 26, 2000 11:00 PM  MOTHER JONES  _______________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                     
      BEWARE:  CQ-Roll Call Group Forum: The Role of Natural Gas in the New Energy Economy                Sponsored by the Natural Gas Association http://cqrcnaturalgasforum.eventbrite.com/http://cqrcnaturalgasforum.eventbrite.com/   Bottom of Form
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