GLOUCESTER PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS ORDINANCE

Section 1. Name. The name of this Ordinance shall be the “Gloucester Public Water Systems Ordinance.” 

Section 2. Preamble and Purpose. The People of the City of Gloucester declare that access to clean and affordable water is essential for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness – both for the health of the people and for the ecological systems which support human and natural communities – and therefore, that it is a right belonging to the people of the City of Gloucester. We believe that our rights are threatened when public water systems which guarantee that access are controlled by a corporate few, rather than by our community. We believe that privatization of that infrastructure constitutes a usurpation of our democratic right to make decisions about that infrastructure, and therefore, that we are duty bound under the Massachusetts Constitution to prohibit such action.

Section 3. Statement of Law. Public water systems and the infrastructure necessary for distribution of public water supplies within the City of Gloucester shall be owned by the City of Gloucester or a municipal authority of the City, held as part of the public trust for the residents of the City of Gloucester and the ecosystems within the City of Gloucester.

Section 4. Statement of Law. It shall be unlawful for public water systems and/or public water system infrastructure within the City of Gloucester to be owned by any entity other than the City of Gloucester, unless a proposed transfer of an ownership or other financial interest in that system or infrastructure is submitted to a referendum vote of the people of the City of Gloucester, and approved by them.

Section 5. Effect. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its enactment.

Section 6. Repealer. All inconsistent provisions of prior Ordinances adopted by the City of Gloucester are hereby repealed, but only to the extent necessary to remedy the inconsistency.
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Proposed 7/12/10 by “Who Decides?” – a citizens group seeking to keep water in local control, 

fresh and clean where it belongs!. 

www.whodecides.net 




No matter who our elected officials are in the future, we the people will declare what happens to our water. 
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