

Why do we need this ordinance?

There are no laws on the books to protect our water systems from being sold out from under us.

Multinational Corporations are currently purchasing municipal water supplies and systems in the USA

and around the world.  We believe all our water is held as a public trust.    

Who crafted this Ordinance?  

This Ordinance was crafted by the people, for the people.  Shortly after the 20 day boil water order of 2009, a group of citizens formed an organization called “Who Decides?” , and have been  meeting weekly ever since.  The crafting  process took six months  and  was proposed on 7/12/10.  

Who owns Gloucester’s water now?

We do and we want to keep it that way.

Is Gloucester water bad?  

Gloucester water, at its source is very good.  Our water distribution system and infrastructure in some parts of the city have deteriorated to the point of failure because of neglect.

Why is the word “ecosystem” in the ordinance?

The cleaner the water ecosystem surrounding our reservoir, the cleaner the water supply to your home.    

Who would best protect our ecosystem and municipal water?

Someone who drinks the water or someone who wants to sell it?  You decide!   

Why not privatize?  

Water is life, not a commodity.  We, the Citizens of Gloucester, would forever be giving up our rights to our water supply.  Citizens can be limited or deprived of access to water while the corporation continues to extract and sell it elsewhere.  

Communities that have privatized are not happy with the results, they are fighting to regain control of those systems because they have experienced increased costs and decreased quality of water and services.  

Let’s put Gloucester back to work fixing our own pipes.  

Status of our water system? 

Over the past sixteen years, our water was managed by Woodard and Curran, and then United Water. 

The city of Gloucester is suing United Water for not meeting the obligations of their contract.  Recently,  the city complied with state mandates and repaired after the boil water crisis and upgraded our  Babson Water Treatment Plant.  The Babson plant is now computerized, and is greatly enhancing our ability to monitor and treat our water.  Under the direction of  DPW Director, Mike Hale, and Environmental Engineer Larry Durkin,  a two  year project was completed in less than six months.   Despite this work, 

our distribution system is antiquated and replacing our water pipe infrastructure is our largest unavoidable hurdle.  Suez and Veolia are two of the largest corporations privatizing municipal water resources.  Veolia  is under contract to manage our water and our waste water treatment plants for the next five years.  Suez has offered to purchase our water supply, Mayor Kirk has refused.  
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Proposed 7/12/10 by “Who Decides?” – a citizens group seeking to keep water in local control,

fresh and clean, where it belongs! .

WHY SUPPORT …  THE PEOPLE’S PROPOSAL ? 


THE GLOUCESTER PUBLIC WATER SYSTEMS ORDINANCE  2010 








No matter who our elected officials are in the future, we the people will declare what happens to our water. 












